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CEDITORS: THIS WILL BE A THREE-PART SERIES) 
‘THE BREAKAWAY OF WALTER YATES CPART 1) 
INSERTS IN TAPE LIBRARY) 

"SOMETIMES I WISH ICOULD GET AWAY FROM EVERYTHING --GO 
SOMEWHERE I'VE NEVER BEEN BEFORE, AND DO SOMETHING I'VE 
NEVER DONE BEFORE." IT'S A THOUGHT MANY PEOPLE HAVE HAD, 
BUT VERY FEW EVER DO IT. WALTER YATES DID IT WHEN HE WAS 
FIFTY YEARS OLD. HE IS A TEXAS REAL ESTATE MAN WHO WENT TO 
ALASKA, BUILT A CABIN BY HAND, STAYED IN IT FOR A YEAR, 
AND LIVED OFF THE LAND. THIS IS HIS STORY, AND HERE IS 


----------- WITH THE DETAILS. 


WALTER YATES CALLED IT HIS "BREAKAWAY", THAT'S WHAT IT 
WAS ALL RIGHT, A BREAKAWAY FROM CIVILIZATION. IT WAS 


ALSO A BOYHOOD DREAM. 


TAPE: CUT ONE -- YATES 


NARR: 


"AS A YOUNGSTER, IT WAS GREAT FOR ME, YOU KNOW. I LOVED 
THE WILDERNESS, AND WE LIVED WAY OUT FROM A SMALL TOWN -- 
KINGSTON, ARKANSAS -- AND I COULD RUN AND PLAY IN THE WOODS, 
AND I RECALL ALL THESE HAPPY TIMES, YOU KNOW, OF MY LIFE, 
AND I THINK THAT'S REALLY WHAT I WAS TRYING TO GO BACK 

AND RECAPTURE." 

HE DECIDED THE ONE REAL FRONTIER PLACE STILL EXISTING IN 
THE UNITED STATES WAS ALASKA. HE'D BEEN THERE BEFORE AND 
WAS GREATLY IMPRESSED WITH THE BEAUTY, THE WILDERNESS, THE 
EXPANSE OF THAT HUGE STATE. IT WAS UNTOUCHED AND UNSPOILED 
BY CIVILIZATION. THIS, WALTER YATES SAID, WAS WHERE HE 
WANTED TO GO. IN LATE JUNE OF 1975 HE FLEW TO ALASKA IN 
HIS OWN PLANE, FLEW OVER THE WILD AREAS TO FIND EXACTLY 


THE RIGHT LOCATION, 


FARE: 


NARR: 


NARR: 


SPECIAL FEATURE 


THE GRE,\KAWAY OF WALTER YATES CPART 1) BAGENE 


CUT TWO -- YATES 

",..WHERE I COULD GET, YOU KNOW, A FAIR AMOUNT OF FOOD OFF 
THE LAND, HAVE AN AREA WHERE I COULD LAND MY AIRPLANE TO 
GET IN THERE. AND I LOCATED THIS AND LANDED ON THE POST 
RIVER, ON A GRAVEL BAR. IT ACTUALLY WORKED OUT THAT THE 
FIRST LOG ICUT TO BEGIN MY CABIN WAS ON JULY FOURTH -- 
WHICH WAS REALLY A SIGNIFICANT DAY." 

JULY FOURTH IS THE ANNIVERSARY OF AMERICA'S INDEPENDENCE. 
WALTER YATES WAS BEING VERY INDEPENDENT. HE GOT HIS CABIN 
FINISHED BEFORE THE ALASKAN WINTER SET IN‘ ~ MEANWHILE 
SPENDING HIS NIGHTS IN A SLEEPING BAG OUTSIDE, BUT HE 
BUILT HIS CABIN WITH SOME OF THE SAME TOOLS THAT HAD BEEN 
USED BY HIS FATHER AND GRANDFATHER BEFORE HIM BACK IN HIS 
BOYHOOD HOME STATE OF ARKANSAS, HE MADE HIS CABIN STRONG 
AND HE MADE IT WARM, HE RECORDED TEMPERATURES DURING THE 
ALASKAN WINTER AS LOW AS SIXTY-ONE DEGREES BELOW ZERO, BUT 


HE STAYED WARM, 


CUT THREE ~- YATES 


"IT BUILT THE CABIN IN SIXTY WORKING DAYS -- AS FAR AS THE 
DAYS THAT I WORKED. AND SOME OF THOSE DAYS, THOUGH, WERE 
EIGHTEEN, TWENTY HOURS LONG, BECAUSE IN THE SUMMER THE SUN 
SHINES MOST OF THE TIME UP THERE. I CUT SIXTY LOGS TO BUILD 
THE CABIN, COMPLETED IT WITHIN SIXTY WORKING DAYS, BUT ABOUT 
CACTUALLY) THREE MONTHS. BECAUSE I WOULD PERIODICALLY QUI7 
AND GO ON A LITTLE BACKPACKING TRIP AROUND THE MOUNTAINS 

TO GET FAMILIAR WITH MY AREA BEFORE IT WAS COVERED WITH 
SNOW, SO I'D KNOW IT BETTER IN THE WINTER" 


SINCE HE BROUGHT LITTLE FOOD ALONG WITH HIM, WALTER YATES 
HAD TO LIVE OFF THE LAND. THAT WAS PART OF HIS PLAN IN 
THE FIRST PLACE; THAT WOULD BE PART OF THE ADVENTURE OF 


IT ALL. AND HE FOUND PLENTY OF FOOD. 
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"IT PICKED A LOT OF BERRIES. BLUEBERRIES JUST GROW ABUNDANTLY 
UP THERE --MILLIONS OF ACRES OF THEM -- AND I CANNED 
BLUEBERRIES. I PICKED WILD ROSE HIPS (BUDS) AND MADE JAM 
(PRESERVES) OUT OF THOSE FOR MY SOURCE OF VITAMIN-C. I 
CAUGHT FISH IN THE RIVER, AND STORED ALL THESE THINGS TO 

GET A BALANCED DIET OFF OF THE LAND. AND ILITERALLY DID 
ACTUALLY GET A BALANCED DIET RIGHT FROM THE LAND. (I WAS) 
LITTLE SHY OF FAT -- YOU NEED A LOT OF FAT IN COLD 

WEATHER. SO I SUPPLEMENTED THAT WITH BUTTER AND BACON. 

I TOOK IN SOME MODERN SUPPLIES. I COULD HAVE MADE IT WITHOUT 
THEM, BUT I THINK I CAME OUT HEALTHIER BECAUSE OF THE 
SUPPLEMENTS THAT I TOOK IN THERE." 


NARR: THE NEAREST HUMAN BEING WAS APPROXIMATELY 160 KILOMETERS 
AWAY IN A SMALL COMMUNITY IN WESTERN ALASKA. SO WALTER 
YATES WAS COMPLETELY ALONE. A LOT OF PEOPLE WOULD NOT BE 
ABLE TO STAND SUCH ABSOLUTE SOLITUDE, BUT MISTER YATES 
IS AN USUSUAL MAN. HE'S A PHYSICALLY STRONG AND DURABLE 
PERSON, CALM, EFFICIENT. THERE IS LITTLE THAT UPSETS HIM, 


THERE IS ANOTHER QUALITY AS WELL. 


TAPE: CUT FIVE -- YATES 


"NOW OF COURSE YOU UNDERSTAND YOU HAVE JUST GOT TO LOVE THE 
WILDERNESS. I'M NOT SAYING EVERYBODY CAN GO OUT AND RELATE 
TO AN EXPERIENCE LIKE THIS, AND BE CONTENT AND NOT SUFFER 
SOME SORT OF BOREDOM. I LOVE THE WILDERNESS SO MUCH THAT 
THIS NEVER AFFECTED ME. BUT AS FAR AS MY ACTIVITIES, I 
PLANNED MY TIME SO THAT I WOULD NEVER RUN OUT OF ANYTHING 
TO DO. FOR INSTANCE -- NOW I'LL GIVE YOU AN IDEA -- I 
BUILT A DOGSLED. I DIDN'T HAVE ANY DOGS, BUT I JUST 
WANTED TO DO THIS. I BUILT IT THE SAME WAY THE ESKIMOS 
USED TO, AND I BUILT IT WITH A KNIFE AND RAWHIDE THONGS -~- 
WHICH CAME FROM A MOOSE THAT I HAD KILLED FOR FOOD. AND 

I SPENT PROBABLY -- OH, FORTY-FIVE DAYS BUILDING THAT 

SLED. BUT I DID IT BY HAND. NO RUSH." 


NARR: HE KEPT A DAILY LOG OF WHAT HE DID; HE DID A LOT OF READING; 
AND HE HAD A LOT OF PEOPLE TO TALK TO. HE IS AN AMATEUR 
RADIO OPERATOR AND HE HAD A SMALL RADIO SET WITH HIM. HE 


TALKED TO PEOPLE ALL OVER THE WORLD -- IN MORSE CODE, THE 


RADIO WAS POWERED BY THE BATTERY IN HIS AIRPLANE. WALTER 


NARR: 
CCON'T) 
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YATES RARELY GOT LONELY DURING HIS MANY MONTHS ALONE IN 


THE ALASKAN WILDERNESS. HE IS ONE OF THOSE MEN WHO HAS THE 


TRUE PIONEER SPIRIT. ‘WE WILL HEAR PART TWO OF HIS 


p JEXPERTENCES CON OUR “Next BROADCAST) CTOMORROW) CNEXT WEEK). 
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